E1662

Western New York. With each member aiming
to be effective advocates and advisors for
Western New York clients and for the Western
New York Community.

In 2004, the MBA, enlarging its commitment
to promote education and scholarship in the
field of law, organized the Minority Bar Asso-
ciation of Western New York Foundation, Inc.,
a not-for-profit organization providing financial
assistance to individuals interested in pursuing
a career in law. The Foundation is committed
to ensuring continued minority representation
in the legal community.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure and
gratitude that | stand here today to recognize
the Minority Bar Association, for its continuing
efforts in the community, its ongoing work for
the furthering of the cause, and its promotion
of minorities in the legal profession.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF FREE CLINIC
OF SIMI VALLEY

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in rec-
ognition of 35 years of continuous community
service by the Free Clinic of Simi Valley.

The Free Clinic is a non-profit, volunteer-
based community organization that provides
medical care, counseling, dental, and legal as-
sistance to individuals and families, regardless
of their ability to pay. Throughout its history, it
has enjoyed widespread support from the
medical and legal communities, service
groups, and elected officials.

Funding for the Free Clinic is provided pri-
marily by private foundations, corporations,
local service organizations, and individual do-
nors.

All services offered at the clinic’s fully li-
censed facilities are provided by volunteers,
which include doctors, nurses, nurse practi-
tioners, medical assistants, dentists, dental as-
sistants, lawyers, paralegals, marriage and
family therapists, MFT trainees, and interns.

Last year alone, more than 8,000 patients
received services through the clinic, including
general medical care, immunizations, smoking
cessation programs, and counseling. The den-
tal clinic, which just opened in May 2005,
served 79 patients before the year was out.
Over its 35-year history, the clinic has served
an estimated 70,000 children and adults.

Despite the impressive number of patients
served, the Board of Directors and staff prac-
tice frugality, with operating costs of less than
$225,000 in 2005. That speaks highly of the
caliber of professionals who volunteer their
services for the betterment of their community.

Mr. Speaker, | know my colleagues will join
me in recognizing the Free Clinic of Simi Val-
ley, its board members over the years, its
staff, and its volunteers for 35 years of service
to our community.
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“CONGRATULATING OFF-ROAD MO-
TORSPORTS HALL OF FAME IN-
DUCTEES”

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to acknowl-
edge two extraordinary men who have been
recognized for their contributions to Off-Road
Motorsports. Bob Ham and the late “Corky”
McMillin were inducted into the Off-Road Mo-
torsports Hall of Fame on August 26th of this
year.

Bob Ham has been a long time advocate for
“off-roaders”. In 1969, he co-founded the Cali-
fornia Off-Road Vehicle Association (CORVA)
and went on to create the Off-Road Vehicle
Legislative Coalition in 1983. Bob worked with
President Reagan’s Interior Secretary, James
Watt, to successfully re-establish the “Barstow
to Vegas Motorcycle Race”. He has worked
diligently to preserve designated funds for off-
highway vehicles and created a trust fund to
stop California legislators from taking allocated
money from off-highway vehicle programs.
Bob later forced the state to return 30 million
dollars to off-highway vehicle programs. His
efforts have made it possible for many of my
constituents to enjoy the California wilderness
in their off-road vehicles.

Unfortunately, the off-road motorsports in-
dustry lost one of their most adamant sup-
porters last year after Corky McMillin passed
away last September. Corky was post-
humously inducted to the Hall of Fame after
supporting the industry for more than 29
years. He was a champion off-road racer, win-
ning many competitions multiple times. Corky
never wavered from his commitment to the
sport and gave generously to various off-road
events. He sponsored numerous races, and
he was the title sponsor of the Superstition
Championship Series, held in Plaster City,
California. He was a true statesman to off-
road racing and will be greatly missed.

| am pleased to recognize these men on
their induction to the Off-Road Motorsports
Hall of Fame.

————

SUPPORT FOR A SPECIAL ENVOY
FOR SUDAN

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | introduce this
resolution to again call for the immediate ap-
pointment of a Presidential Special Envoy for
Sudan. In calling for this | would like to com-
mend the President for the leadership he has
shown toward Sudan; Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, who has traveled there
and cares deeply about this issue; the work of
former Secretary of State Colin Powell, who
was the first leader to call the conflict geno-
cide; and former Deputy Secretary Robert
Zoellick, for his efforts on behalf of the people
of Sudan.
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| also want to specifically recognize Roger
Winter who has dedicated his life to the peo-
ple of Sudan. He has been a true hero to the
suffering Sudanese.

While we were all hopeful that the signing
last May of the Darfur Peace Agreement
would bring needed stability to Darfur, | am
extremely alarmed that in recent weeks the
fighting in Sudan has intensified. The targeting
of civilians and humanitarian workers must
end. Sudan is at a critical moment and the ap-
pointment of a special envoy could not be
more timely.

The appointment of a special envoy will
send a clear message to Khartoum that the
United States will not stand by while genocide
is taking place and will send a message to the
people suffering in the camps that the United
States has been and will continue to be ac-
tively involved in ending their nightmare.

| urge the administration to move quickly to
bring hope to the people of Sudan.

————

RECOGNIZING RANDY HATCHER OF
BRANDON, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Randy Hatcher
of Brandon, Florida, an Army Staff Sergeant
killed in 1991 during the first Persian Gulf
War.

Born in Tallahassee, Florida, Sgt. Hatcher
was active on his high school wrestling team
while living in Birmingham, Alabama. The son
of an Air Force veteran, Randy made the deci-
sion to enter the military following high school.

Following six years of Army service in Ger-
many, Sgt. Hatcher was deployed to Iraq as
part of the 197th Army Infantry Brigade. Dur-
ing his seven months serving in the Persian
Gulf, Sgt. Hatcher wrote many upbeat letters
to his family and loved ones, speaking of his
love of fishing and how he worried for his fam-
ily back home.

Three days following victory in the Persian
Gulf, Sgt. Hatcher was killed when an ammu-
nition trailer in his convoy exploded. Up until
his death, Sgt. Hatcher remained positive
about his mission and his service in the Army.
He believed in what the United States was
doing in the Persian Gulf and did not complain
about the work or the conditions he served in
while overseas. He left behind his wife Florlita
and a two and a half year old son Randy. Sgt.
Hatcher's parents, Carol and Joseph Jones,
still reside in Citrus County, Florida.

Mr. Speaker, it is soldiers like Randy Hatch-
er who volunteered to protect the freedoms
that all Americans hold dear to their hearts.
While brave men and women like Randy have
perished in the name of freedom and liberty,
his family, friends and loved ones should know
that this Congress will never forget his sac-
rifice and commitment.
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF STEPHEN BARROUK
AS HE LEAVES THE WILKES-
BARRE CHAMBER OF BUSINESS
AND INDUSTRY

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the
House of Representatives to pay tribute to Mr.
Stephen Barrouk, of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsyl-
vania, who has served as president and chief
executive officer of the Wilkes-Barre Chamber
of Business and Industry from 1989 until ear-
lier this month.

Mr. Barrouk’s extraordinary leadership has
helped guide and forge the beginning of a
truly remarkable revitalization of the City of
Wilkes-Barre.

Since 1989, Mr. Barrouk has led the growth
of the Chamber from 500 members to 1,338
members in 2005. He has been at the fore-
front of a litany of catalytic projects that have
transformed the region. Those projects include
the Wachovia Arena, an entertainment venue
that has spawned tens of millions of dollars of
commercial expansion and created hundreds
of new jobs. An innovation center was carved
out of a vacant department store complex in
central city to nurture fledgling businesses.
Public Square Commons, formerly the
Pomeroy’s Department Store, was completely
renovated to provide first class office space.
Also during his tenure, Mr. Barrouk secured
an American Hockey League franchise and re-
cruited the Penguins as an anchor tenant for
the Wachovia Arena.

In addition, Mr. Barrouk helped launch a 14-
screen downtown theater complex as well as
studies for the Susquehanna Riverfront Con-
vention Center and Hotel and the Riverfront
Museum.

Mr. Barrouk also led the way for the devel-
opment of two business parks, Hanover
Crossings and the East Mountain Corporate
Center, both of which have major tenants re-
sponsible for creating hundreds of jobs.

During his tenure he managed three capital
campaigns that raised over $10 million to sup-
port 15 years of economic development mar-
keting that attracted over 125 new companies
to the region. He also led the effort to create
Penn’s Northeast, Inc., a regional marketing
organization; the Diamond City Partnership
and Downtown Business Association, the
Great Valley Technology Alliance and the
Luzern County Convention Center Authority
which manages the Arena.

Mr. Barrouk has been the worthy recipient
of numerous service awards, among them the
Distinguished Citizen Award from the Boy
Scouts of America; the Distinguished Leader
Award from Leadership Wilkes-Barre; a 25
Year Leadership Star Award from Leadership
Wilkes-Barre, a Special Achievement Award
from the Pennsylvania Ben Franklin Partner-
ship and, in 2001, he received the Chamber of
the Year award from the Pennsylvania Cham-
ber of Business and Industry and the Pennsyl-
vania Chamber of Commerce executives in
2001.

Mr. Barrouk serves on the boards of direc-
tors of numerous organizations including
10,000 Friends of Pennsylvania, Chairman of
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Steering Committee for the Renew Pennsyl-
vania effort; NEPA Alliance; Luzerne-Schuylkill
Counties Work Force Investment Board; Great
Valley Technology Alliance; Joint Urban Stud-
ies Center, Earth Conservancy, United Way of
Wyoming Valley, Catholic Social Services and
the Diamond City Partnership.

On a personal note, | have worked closely
with Steve on many projects over the last 17
years. There is no economic development offi-
cial who is more dedicated to improving the
quality of life in our area. His perseverance,
hard work and integrity made him one of the
most effective leaders in our area. | am proud
to call him a friend and look forward to con-
tinuing working with him to help northeastern
Pennsylvania for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Barrouk for the exemplary commu-
nity service he has contributed over the past
17 years. His commitment to revitalizing the
Wilkes-Barre area has been responsible for a
wealth of community improvements that have
greatly enhanced the quality of life in north-
eastern Pennsylvania.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN
MICHAEL R. WOMACK

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Captain Michael R. Womack, of
North Richland Hills, Texas on his years of
dedicated service and commitment to law en-
forcement.

Captain Womack joined the North Richland
Hills Police Department as a police office in
September of 1976. During his thirty years of
service to North Richland Hills, Captain
Womack has been awarded the Patrolman of
the Year Award, the Supervisor of the Year
award, as well as three Meritorious Service
Awards and a Life Saving Award.

On Wednesday, January 31, 2007, Captain
Womack will be retiring from law enforcement.
Having worked in the Patrol Division, the Ad-
ministrative Services Division, as well as the
Technical Services Division and Investigative
Services Division, Captain Womack’s tenure,
skills, and experience will surely be difficult to
replace.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Captain Womack
on his devotion to the service and protection
to his community. His contributions and com-
mitment to North Richland Hills should inspire
us all. I wish him the best of luck in his retire-
ment and all of his future endeavors.

———

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 6, 2006

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 2808, a bill that directs the
Treasury Department to mint 500,000 one-dol-
lar coins marking Abraham Lincoln’s 200th
birthday. Abraham Lincoln is a true American
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hero who will always be remembered for his
commitment to the ideals of freedom, democ-
racy, and equal opportunity. lllinois, known as
the Land of Lincoln, is where Lincoln lived for
many years and began his political career.
Today, many historical sites in lllinois are
dedicated in honor of Lincoln and his legacy.
lllinois will be a focal point for activities to cel-
ebrate the 200th anniversary of Lincoln’s birth.

Besides being a noble tribute, this com-
memorative coin will help provide significant
funding for the bicentennial and is an impor-
tant part of how the United States will mark
Lincoln’s 200th birthday in 2009.

| urge my colleagues to support the bill.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF BROOKLYN
CENTER JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH
SCHOOL IN BROOKLYN CENTER,
MINNESOTA

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, last evening | had the great pleasure to
join in a celebration in honor of our Nation’s
high schools that have made an outstanding
commitment to music education. As a strong
supporter of the arts and music education, it
was a pleasure to sit among music industry
supporters, arts advocates, individuals in the
private sector, and corporate sponsors such
as 7UP, who work every day to ensure that
young people have access to strong music
education programs.

It was an even greater privilege to be part
of a celebration where a Minnesota high
school headlined the event. Brooklyn Center
Junior/Senior High School, located in Brooklyn
Center, Minnesota, received one of the Foun-
dation’s highest honors—the GRAMMY Foun-
dation’s Signature Schools Enterprise Award,
which honors those schools that make great
efforts to bring music to economically under-
served students. I'd like to extend a warm
congratulations to Ms. Chris Porter, Brooklyn
Center High School’s music teacher and all of
her students, including Chanel Chatham, who
both traveled to DC to participate in last eve-
ning’s special event.

As budgets for the arts and arts education
continues to dramatically decline, | applaud
the efforts of the thousands of teachers and
students across the country who are working
to piece together the critical funding needed to
strengthen, and sometimes simply sustain,
their music education programs. It is my hope
that the federal government will recommit its
resources to the arts and arts education—es-
pecially since we know that there are strong
correlations between arts education and
achievement in math and science. Our na-
tion’s ability to compete in an increasingly
competitive world will depend on not only
strong math and science preparation—but also
on an emphasis in the arts and in music edu-
cation. As a member of the House Education
and the Workforce Committee, | will continue
to fight for a well-rounded education for all stu-
dents.

I commend the hard work and dedication of
the students and staff at Brooklyn Center Jun-
ior/Senior High School. Thank you for the op-
portunity to join you in your celebration. | look
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